
Hitachi Group Conflict Minerals Procurement Policy and Request to Our Suppliers 

Background  

In 2010, U.S. Congress passed the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act 

requiring companies who file with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) to report on their use 

of “conflict minerals” in their products that originated in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) or 

in adjoining countries.  

Hitachi Group Conflict Minerals Procurement Policy  

The Hitachi Group is committed to responsible procurement practices to mitigate the risk of sourcing 

conflict minerals (tantalum, tin, tungsten and gold) that can directly or indirectly finance armed groups 

abetting human rights violations in the DRC and adjoining countries.  

The Hitachi Group Procurement Division strives to establish a sustainable supply chain that eliminates 

procurement of materials and/or parts using conflict minerals. Our efforts are to continue procurement 

of minerals from responsible sources in the region and are not intended to implement a ban on 

procurement of minerals from the DRC and adjoining countries.  

Request to Our Suppliers  

To do so, it is important to enhance supply chain transparency and to strengthen responsible 

procurement of materials and parts. Therefore, we expect our suppliers to agree to our Conflict 

Minerals Procurement Policy and to cooperate with us in our efforts to ensure procurement of conflict-

free minerals.  

In accordance with the Dodd-Frank Act and the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, 

companies are required to conduct a reasonable country of origin inquiry and to exercise due diligence 

covering the entire supply chain to determine whether final products include conflict minerals which 

benefit armed groups.  

The Hitachi Group will examine our supply chain through a collaborative industry-wide approach by 

utilizing the tool developed by EICC-GeSI. We expect our suppliers to adhere to our Conflict Minerals 

Procurement Policy and to cooperate with our supply chain investigation.  

As improved processes are introduced to eliminate conflict minerals from the supply chain, we will ask 

our suppliers to comply with such programs once they are developed, proven, and established (i.e. 

expansion of the Conflict-Free Smelter list which is under implementation by EICC-GeSI). Hitachi Group 

will continue to engage in industry efforts to develop methods to build a stable, conflict minerals-free 

supply chain. 


